
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, May 12, 2020 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Timothy Litz, Mayor; Dale Yontz, Vice-Mayor; 

James Lloyd; James P. “Sean” Viars; Geary Jonas; 

Michael Duncan; Peggy Hash 

     

Council Members Absent:        None                        

  

Administration Present:             Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

                           Derek Breedlove, Police Chief 

 

Administration Absent:   None      

 

Others Present: Roger Hedrick 
 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Jonas and seconded by Vice-Mayor Yontz to approve 

the minutes of the March 10, 2020 meeting.  There being no discussion, the motion passed by a 

vote of six (6) for: Lloyd, Yontz, Hash, Jonas, Viars, Duncan; zero (0) against. 

  

CITIZEN’S TIME 

 

Roger Hedrick was present on behalf of the Rural Retreat Rescue Squad to present council with 

financial statements for the Rescue Squad.   Mr. Hedrick stated that Wythe County released the 

funds from FY2019 that were not requested.  Town Manager Childers asked Mr. Hedrick to 

explain the debit card expense on the profit and loss report.  Mr. Hedrick stated that he will 

check on that because he has questions regarding the expense himself.  Treasurer Patton asked 

about the payroll tax expense in the amount of $72,753.99 for the period of August 2019 to April 

2020, and the employee expense of $126,221.84.  Mr. Hedrick indicated that employee expense 

is their payroll expense.  Treasurer Patton stated that the payroll tax expense seems excessive.      
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Mr. Hedrick stated that the upstairs of the squad building has been renovated for sleeping 

quarters.  A purchase order system has been implemented.  The limit for spending has been set at 

$500 without approval.  Councilmember Viars asked Mr. Hedrick if the board had discussed 

appointing a liaison from the Town Council.  Mr. Hedrick suggested Michael Duncan act as the 

liaison.  Mr. Hedrick stated the Rescue Squad board meets the third Monday at 6:30 pm at the 

squad building. Councilmember Viars stated that Council talked to the Rescue Squad one year 

ago about a liaison and they are just now allowing one to be appointed.   Councilmember Duncan 

thanked Mr. Hedrick for the opportunity to be the council member liaison.   A motion was made 

by Vice-Mayor Yontz and seconded by Councilmember Jonas to appoint Councilmember 

Duncan to be the liaison to the Rescue Squad board.   With no further discussion the motion 

passed by a vote of five for:  Yontz, Jonas, Hash, Lloyd, Viars; zero (0) against; one (1) abstain:  

Duncan. 

 

Mr. Hedrick stated that the Wythe County Board of Supervisors approved the release of funds 

that were not requested in FY19.  The total amount received from the County is $61,026 which 

includes the $30,532 from FY19.  Mr. Hedrick reported that the Rescue Squad has ordered four 

new heart monitors in the amount of $61,000.  He added that Rescue Squad Co-Captain Mitchell 

advised the board that the monitors were new.  Town Manager Childers stated that it is 

uncommon to get a quote less than the state contract. Mr. Hedrick agreed, but stated that he was 

assured by Captain Mitchell the monitors were new.  He added that the monitors will be 

delivered this week.   Mr. Hedrick stated that he would like to request the budget funds for 

FY2020.  The $20,000 of allocated funds will be used towards the purchase the new heart 

monitors.  Fifty percent of the cost was paid when they were ordered, and the remainder will be 

due upon receipt.  Councilmember Viars stated he would like to have the answers to the financial 

questions regarding the reports that were presented before releasing any funds.  Town Manager 

Childers stated that the $20,000 FY20 funds can be released, but the FY21 budget allotment will 

not be added to the budget until the financial question are answered.  Mr. Hedrick asked council 

if anyone has problems with the Captains of the Rescue Squad.  He stated that he would like to 

know if anyone has any concerns that need to be addressed.  Mayor Litz stated that he has not 

personally worked with either of them enough to give an opinion.   Mr. Hedrick suggested that in 

the future when the Town Manager has issues and questions regarding to the Rescue Squad that 

he put them in writing and copy him so he can follow up on the issues.   Councilmember Duncan 

asked what is expected of him as liaison.  He added that he sees red flags on the financial 

statements that were presented.   Town Manager Childers stated that Councilmember Duncan 

should ask questions when attending the Rescue Squad’s board meetings.   

 

CORRESPONDENCE  
 

Treasurer Patton thanked Council on behalf of herself and Brenda Maxey in the town office for 

the flexibility of hours in an effort to practice social distancing during the Covid-19 crisis. 

 

POLICE REPORT  

None 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – The report will be included in the Town Manager’s 

report. 
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LIONS CLUB WELL PROJECT - None 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

UTILITY CUTOFFS – Town Manager Childers stated that he spoke with Wythe County 

Administrator Stephen Bear about utility cutoffs during the Covid-19 crisis.  The County voted 

to proceed with utility cutoffs after June 10, 2020.  Town Manager Childers suggested that the 

town follow the county and vote to proceed with water cutoffs after June 10th.  A motion was 

made by Vice-Mayor Yontz and seconded by Councilmember Hash to proceed with cutoffs after 

June 10, 2020. The motion passed by a vote of six (6) for:  Lloyd, Jonas, Yontz, Viars, Hash, 

Duncan; zero (0) against. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

HERITAGE DAYS – Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that the deposit that was sent will be refundable.  

Town Manager Childers stated that he would suggest cancelling the festival. Town Manager 

Childers stated that he will contact Jukebox Rehab.  Treasurer Patton stated that the town office 

has been contacted by a few vendors with questions about cancelling the event.  We will need to 

refund a few vendors that have already paid their fee.   Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that the final 

decision will be made by the next meeting.   

  

*Vice Mayor Yontz left the meeting. 

 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – Treasurer Patton presented the council with a draft copy of 

the budget for FY2020-21.  The finance committee met prior to the meeting tonight.  Treasurer 

Patton stated that the total budget is $5 million due to the sewer line project in the amount of 

$1.3 million.  Treasurer Patton stated that she encourages all council members to look at the 

detailed budget and contact her with any questions prior to the next meeting.  Treasurer Patton 

presented council with a report of the electronic payments that were made in April.  Treasurer 

Patton explained that in addition to the check run that is presented at each meeting.  She 

explained that the online and electronic payments are the weekly Virginia Retirement System 

contributions, the monthly Anthem premiums, the USDA bond payments, and the quarterly 

VRSA insurance premiums.  Mayor Litz stated that the report will be included with the signed 

bill run at each council meeting.   

 

Treasurer reminded council that the June 9, 2020 meeting will be the public hearing for the 

FY2020-21 budget, and the budget would be adopted at the June 23, 2020 meeting.  Any 

changes should be presented to the town office by May 26, 2020. 

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – Town Manager Childers stated that he 

received correspondence from the town attorney and the contractor for the downtown project, 

DH Griffin has a signed contract that puts the liability on the contractor.  Town Manager 

Childers stated that if the case goes to court, he will be required to testify. 

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES – The report will be included in the Town Manager’s report. 
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TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

- Mike Jones will be out of commission for approximately 3 to 4 months.  His short-term 

disability claim has been filed. 

- I have spoken to Kathi Boatright with DHCD about the absence of workforce during the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  This time will not count against our extension for the Downtown 

Revitalization project. 

- Tentatively there is going to be a meeting with VDOT and N&S Railroad about possibly 

closing the railroad crossing at Church St.  I do not feel this is in the best interest of the 

town from a safety standpoint and plan to communicate this stance. 

Councilmember Viars stated that the new farmer’s market access will be difficult if closed.  

Town Manager Childers stated that he will meet with VDOT and N&S regarding the closure.  He 

added that he has heard that there is a meeting scheduled for May 27, 2020, but he has not been 

officially notified.  Mayor Litz stated that when the Main Street crossing is blocked the Church 

Street crossing is used.  Town Manager Childers stated that his opinion is to get the media 

involved.  Councilmember Viars asked if Stephen Bear could bring the Emergency Services 

Coordinator for Wythe County to address the closure.  

- I have had a few correspondences with DEQ and the Lane Group regarding our sewer 

project and the loan from the Revolving Loan Fund program.  They are still gathering 

some information from the engineering firm. 

- VDOT has installed their new signs at the pedestrian crosswalk at Dr. Spraker’s building.  

We will be installing the new pedestrian push button beacon sign this week or next. 

- I have turned in the ROW certification for Phase 9 of the sidewalk project.  We are 

waiting for a response from VDOT.  The next step will be bidding out the project. 

Town Manager Childers stated that the Right-of-Way certification has been approved.  The 

phase 9 & 10 of sidewalk the project should begin by summer and completed by fall. 

 

Town Manager Childers stated that Food Country will be getting a letter regarding the 

Dickenson Drug sign that is still on the property. 

 

Councilmember Hash asked if distance markers can be placed on the new walking track to show 

the distance.  Town Manager Childers stated that the track will be marked.   

 

Town Manager Childers stated that he will call R & R Septic to place porta johns at the 

community center track for citizens to use when they use the track and playground this summer. 

 

Election day is May 19, 2020 and will be drive thru. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The invoices for May 12, 2020 were read and approved. 
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ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


